
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



64 



Documents. 



[Jan, 



duction to beggary and want of multitudes 
Of our countrymen in the different manu- 
facturing towns of this kingdom, is the 
consequence of the annihilation of our 
trade, and of the increase of the taxation 
produced by war. 

Additional to these evils, might be re- 
called to your Royal Highness's recollec- 
tion, those also which are inevitably con- 
comitants of the most successful wars, 
even when waged by nations whose - re- 
sources may be the most ample, and whose 
condition the most flourishing. It assur- 
edlv cannot be a matter of little estimation 
with your Royal Highness, that thousands 
of brave men should be extended lifeless 
on the 6eld of battle : that thousands 
should perish by the hardships of war- 
fare: that there should be thousands of 
mourniag widows and orphan children: 
that thousands of parents should be hur- 
ried to the grave by the loss of beloved 
sons, who were the support of their de- 
clining years: that thousands should die 
lingering deaths in captivity : and that the 
majority of the survivors of a long and 
bloody contest, having, in a course of war- 
fare, experienced interruption to thosemoral 
habits, Which promote the harmony, com- 
fort, and welfare of civil society and of 
domestic life, should, on the return of a 
state of peace, be rendered less valuable 
members of society, and less welcome to 
the roofs of their relations and friends. 

As a speedy restoration of peace alone 
can mitigate the heavy evils we endure, 
and save the inhabitants of this land from 
impending ruin, and the irrecoverable loss 
of their once prosperous and enviable con- 
dition ; as now the ill success and disap- 
pointed" views of the enemy may lead 
him to listen more readily to reason- 
able conditions of peace; we join our af- 
flicted countrymen in earnestly petition- 
ing your Royal Highness to manifest, 
by some unequivocal expression, or public 
act of the British government, your truly 
Royal desire to seize the earliest opportu- 
nity of sheathing the sword of slaughter, 
and healing the wounds of a long-protract- 
ed war : that thus the enemy may be pre- 
cluded from plausibly throwing the odium 
of delight in war, and its concomitant mi- 



series, on your Royal Highness's pacifica- 
tory government. 

We will indulge' tjie hope; that your 
Royal Highness will grant the prayer of 
our petition ; and that your Highness's 
endeavours will be effectual in soon re- 
storing to the afflicted people intrusted to 
your Royal protection, that lasting peace 
after which they so ardently aspire. 

Thus*may the blessings of the Peace- 
maker descend on your Royal Highness ; 
and thus may your Royal Father, when 
called from his present state of sufferings to 
a better world, be enabled to resign to 
your Royal Highness, in a state of peace, 
that throne, which lie ascended amid the 
din of arms, and on which he has continu- 
ed to sit during so many years of war. 



NATIONAL DEBT. 

By several documents, it appears, that 
the funded debt in February, 1812, was 
nearly 772 Millions: that the various other 
sums for which the Government stood 
charged, amounted to other 1 50 Millions ; 
making the total of the public engagement* 
922 Millions ! That, againt this, the sink- 
ing fund has redeemed a sum of (since the 
time when the debt itself was but 2:10 
Millions) 215 Millions; leaving an unli- 
quidated debt of 707 Millions ! It ap- 
pears also, that the annual charges of the 
debt, are nearly 35 Millions; that the 
other outgoings are neaily 70 Millions 
more ; making a total charge on the re- 
venue of upwards of 104 Millions, while 
the consolidated fund, or permanent taxes, 
are less than 36 Millions, (that is no more 
than the amount of the interest of the 
debt,) and the war-taxes produce but 22 
Millions, leaving a deficiency b»lo\v the 
expenditure of above 48 Millions, to be 
provided by loans, issues of exchequer- 
bills, &c. The figures, in truth, have be- 
come so extravagant, that our nominal ex- 
ports of 40, and imports of 30 Millions, 
which used to seem vast amounts, dwindle 
into insignificance, when placed beside our 
debts and expenditure ! 
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